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The mission of the Metropolitan Wind Symphony is to foster the musical 
education and enjoyment of the public by providing musical performing 
experiences for talented and interested members of the community, 
programs for the performance of serious and contemporary wind music, 
and a channel for the commission and presentation of new musical works.

This FY 2014 Annual Report contains highlights of our artistic and 
organizational accomplishments, community involvement and feedback, 
and a financial overview for the 43rd season of the Metropolitan Wind 
Symphony which ended on August 31, 2014.

Artistic highlights:

•  Fall of the House of Usher by Joseph R. Kaz, co-winner of MWS’ 2011 
International Student Composer Competition- World Premiere  
(11/3/13)

• James Ackley, trumpet soloist performing Sonata by Kent Kennan 
(11/3/13)

• Mark Olson, MWS trumpet, performing Portrait of a Trumpet (7/17/14, 
7/20/14)

• Bryan Bishop, guest vocalist performing The Last Full Measure of 
Devotion (5/26/14)

• Five works written or arranged by MWS Music Director, Lewis J. 
Buckley performed by the MWS: In the (Holiday) Mood (12/7/13, 
7/17/14, 7/20/14); The Music Man (11/3/13, 3/16/14, 7/31/14); 
Dixieland Live! (3/2/14, 3/16/14, 7/10/14); Turkey in the Straw 
(5/4/14, 7/24/14);  Armed Forces Medley (5/26/14, 7/17/14. 7/20/14) 

• Timberlane Concert Band Festival- MWS was invited to participate as 
the featured band (3/16/14)

• 26th Annual Boston Festival of Bands, Faneuil Hall, Boston, featuring 
bands from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine. Attendance: 2800+  
(6/14/14) 

• Boston Memorial Day Celebration: Honor and Tribute: A Musical Salute 
to Our Heroes, Christopher Columbus Park, Boston, MA. Attendance: 
2500+  (5/26/14)

• Hastings Park Outdoor Concert Series, Lexington. 4 performances 
(7/10/14, 7/17/14, 7/24/14, 7/31/14) Attendance: 1000+

• Pinebank Promontory, Jamaica Plain outdoor concert cosponsored by 
The Emerald Necklace Conservancy and Boston Parks and 
Recreation. Attendance: 750+  (7/20/14)



Organizational and Educational highlights:

• 22 select middle and high school student musicians from eleven area 
towns performed on stage with the MWS (5/4/14)

• MWS’ Student Award was presented to a graduating senior enrolled 
in a music program. 2014 Recipient: Andrew Duong, saxophone, 
Brockton High School (7/10/14) Andrew joined the Army Reserve 
Band in July 2014.

• 4 Outdoor Concert Sponsors funded the Pinebank and Lexington 
concerts. Torben Hansen chose to honor nine year old student, 
Joshua Hinckle, who conducted Sousa’s Stars and Stripes Forever 
(7/10/14); Watertown Savings Bank chose to honor employee Fiorita 
Visocchi (7/17/14); Dorothy Bromage chose to honor UMass Lowell 
conducting student Derek Weagle (7/24/14);  Gregory and Maureen 
Depp and Sarah Freeman sponsored the Pinebank Concert (7/20/14) 
and Greg conducted Stars and Stripes Forever.

• MWS is now on YouTube- reaching a wider audience via our YouTube 
channel with video of our best indoor concert performances. 

• Full concert videos are also available through the local cable 
company, LexMedia, who films and rebroadcasts our concerts for the 
enjoyment of local Lexington residents and also makes the video 
available for download via their website.

MWS in the Community

Each year the MWS is asked to donate to many worthy causes in our 
community. In FY 2014 the MWS donated goods and services to: 

•  Boston University Engineers Without Borders- auction
•  Hope for Caroline Foundation- auction
•  St. John of Damascus Church 2013 Holiday concert. Attendance: 270

Feedback from Audience, Student musicians, Parents, Members:

• The MWS just keeps getting better and better under Lew Buckley's 
direction! Great repertoire! 

• Very inspirational for the student performers.  Thank you.
• Always a pleasure to hear the best of wind music consistently performed 

with musical perfection with an outstanding conductor.
• Another great show!  Began a little soft and sweet, got richer with every 

piece.  
• I like everything about your concerts, your philosophy and your outreach 



to students, other bands, and wider audiences at Faneuil Hall. 
• The musicians are so talented, that whatever music you choose, I 

always enjoy the concert.  
• There is a musical, technical, intellectual and physical challenge in every 

program.
• There are outstanding players in every section. More importantly, all 

players have the ability, integrity and personal accountability to prepare 
for rehearsals and still rise higher for the performances.

• I learn an embarrassing amount about conducting, and especially 
rehearsal techniques, from observing Lew.

• I love everything about this ensemble.  The concept, programming, 
professionalism of the musicians, the expert conducting.  

• Refreshing and inspiring programs, filled with a variety of compositional 
styles and periods. 

• Exceptional soloists!  Very capable conductor and instrumental 
aggregate.  Every MWS performance is fantastic. 

Financial overview
As our most recent IRS Form 990 will show, the MWS remains a solid, 
financially stable organization with a good balance between cash on hand 
to underwrite our everyday needs and investments to provide for future 
needs. We are blessed with a solid support system consisting of 
generous patrons and friends, audience members, performing members, 
small businesses, a host of volunteers as well as state and local grant 
agencies. Our artistic, organizational, and financial strength provide a firm 
foundation for continued growth.

Last year I focused on the substantial impact of donated in-kind services  
by a large network of community volunteers. I would like to continue to 
report on this as it illustrates the depth and breadth of volunteerism 
within the Metropolitan Wind Symphony and validates our worth to the 
community. Put simply, without these volunteer services the MWS could 
not survive. 

• Over 9,900 hours valued at over $200,000 were donated in FY 2013.
• 160 volunteers included MWS board members, playing members and 

community members. 
• These hours are the equivalent of 5.6 full-time employees. 
• Our annual budget is under $50,000

These statistics were gathered and submitted to the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council as part of the Cultural Investment Portfolio grant 
program. 



Respectfully submitted,  
Leslie A. Hansen 
MWS President
November  11, 2014 


